Bakersfield, ‘CA
(Kem Co.)
Caiifornian
(Cir. D. 75,200)
(Cir. S. 90,000)

APR 25 1998

Allen’s v.c.8 £, 1833

mlnllmtﬁ

Wednesday at the Kern Agricultural

A%m lfﬁue exp écted to come

ers and residents will be able
to voice their opinions on
- proposed solutions to at least some of
California’s water problems through

e,
r officials are advising agri-

- culture to make one message loud
and clear: A passive approach to soiv-
ing water problems through water
conservation and/or land fallowing

. won't fix anything.

“We have to do something in the

* Delta, we have to do something about

* water supplies,” says Lloyd Fryer, pol-

- fey and administration manager for

: the Kern County Water Agency.

CALFED is a group of 15 state and

- federal agencies involved in water

-regulation and management in the

------------------

Agricutture

San Francisco Bay-Sacramento/San
Joaquin River Bay Delta area. Local
water officials and representatives
from the agency have been deeply
involved in the CALFED process. The
group was formed to plan a solution
to Delta water issues related to
ecosystem quality, water supply relia-
bility, water quality and Delta levee
and channel integrity. : .
A hearing is scheduled for 6 p.m.

Pavilion, 501 S. Mount Vernon Ave.
for public comments and local farm-
ers are urged to attend.
Agricultural, environmental aml
urban water interests have been
intensively involved in the CALFED
process, which has resuited in the
release of a draft environmental
impact statement (EIS). The
forth three basic alternatives £
ing the Delta situation, wit*’
variables figured into w(;%
three alternatives.
The first alternat; %, ,;%
90 ‘32»

use existing Delf%
andr

vation and w %, % Qo o

grams. The secd’o, 4’0
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out swinging at CALFED ;|

facilities, including widening channels
to move greater amounts of water
through the Delta. The third alterna-
tive proposes a new conveyance sys-
tem from the Delta. All three alterna-
tives have advantages and disadvan-
tages and water officials are urging
fannexstolakeaﬁtomughlookatau

proposals.

Kemn County WaterAgmcy offi-
cials have been scrutinizing the
CALFED program and have been
working closely with urban water
groups in order to develop a mutually
beneficial program, said Fryer. While
he does not expect KCWA to make a
specific recommendation for adop-
tion of any of the alternatives, he
believes the ag-urban coalition will
stand firm on finding a preferred solu-

tion for the entire group. .

“We want to be able to tell
CALFED that whatever the preferred
alternative is, here is what we want it
tnlookhkemorderforusm buy on
to this,” he said.

Fryer said the agncnlimal commu-
nity needs to “show up in droves” for
the CALFED hearing to maké sure
agricuitural interests give & loud voice
on key components. Specifically, -
Fryer said agriculture needs to make
it clear that demand management pro-
visions incorporated into alternative
ones, such as land fallowing and unre-
alistic conservation measures

m\posedonagnculmre“wﬂlnotcut )

the mustard.”
“CALFED has numbers like four
million acre feet of reduced applied
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" CALFED officials that “In the real

water demand through water conset
vation, premised on distribution uni-’ 7
formities (from agriculture) of 90 per- ‘
cent. That's ridiculous,” hesaid. - :

He said he wants farmers to tell L

s a4 et s et

world,werealtwdyaboutaseﬂi-
cient as we can get.” :
"Hehopsfannelswxllexpmmm-
rage over the CALFED option.of fal-
lowmghalfanullwnmoﬂand,he
said. o
"mey’resaymg‘letsmstxenm ’
your (farming) industry and that will
take care of this.” Maybe we should

/

. retire the winter run salmon,” Fryer

said.
Local water districts are expected
to send strong representation to the
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BROOKHART: Consensus sought

Continued w—
hearings. Fryer said farmers need to

become deeply involved in the
CALFED process so the opportunity
to solve the state’s wanerdxlemmals
not lost.

“If nothing is done then what we re
faced with when this accord goes
away is increased listing of endan-
gered species, increased limits on
pumping for export projects which
translates into decreased supplies for

~ agriculture,” he said.

“If we don’t do something here

. we'll go back to the games of ﬁghts

and wars between us and environ-
mentalists and the fish and wﬂdhfe
agencies,” he said.

;Gene Lundquist, KCWA board
member echoed Fryer's concerns

. ar(d said he hopes for a positive solu-

tion to the Baby-Delta problems.
Lundquist said the coordinated
approach used in the CALFED
process of agriculture, with urban
environmental groups working
ether, has been a shot in he arm
for California’s water woes. :
‘He said he hopes all parties remain
." agthe table through these hearings.
Lundquxst said he was slightly discon-
_ carted when some environmental
gtbups criticized the draft EIS when
* it was released. £

Helsalsoconcemedabutﬁlepm-‘
]

posed alternative for retiring land in
the San Joaquin Valley for conserva-
tion purposes. That idea won't fly
with agriculture, Lundquist said.
“That would devastate the ag com-
munity and then all down the line it

would effect asso% z\git.rg " he

Aﬁer the comment period is o:rlgr
in June, Fryer said CALFED ssill-p
lish a preferred/alﬁ:gtwe.
Eventually a legislative measure may
be necessary to fund a project, if

" CALFED chooses that option.
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